The post mortem room is a potential source of danger to both pathologists and their assistants. Because pathologists are not required to protect patients from infection in the same way as surgeons are, they may neglect to protect themselves against contamination during post mortem examinations.
Like surgeons, pathologists use sharp instruments in the presence of free body fluids. Thus if they are injured they may run similar risks of contamination. Furthermore, a glove may be punctured in the course of a post mortem examination without actually incurring an injury, but a pre-existing skin lesion may become contaminated. This second risk may be compounded if the puncture goes unnoticed so that the glove is not changed and the hand not washed for some time. In particular, evisceration of the cadaver involves the use of sharp instruments and may expose jagged edges of bone that are potential sources of danger.
To quantify these risks, glove punctures and hand injuries were recorded during post mortem examinations of adults. The relative risk of the evisceration procedure was also assessed. 
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